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          Effective border control in the United States has become an increasing challenge over the past few decades. Faced with enormous political pressure to stop illegal immigration and to prevent the entry of potential terrorists, the U.S. government has devoted ever more resources to enforcing border policies. It remains unclear, the author argues, whether the efficacy of these programs warrants their enormous costs.
Efforts to prevent entries at unauthorized locations have mainly targeted the U.S.-Mexico land border, and have included the construction of physical fencing; a controversial and ultimately unsuccessful “virtual fence” program with an array of radars, ground sensors, and unmanned aerial vehicles; and a fivefold increase in the number of agents deployed at the Southwest border. U.S. policymakers have also designed various systems to collect more extensive data on incoming travelers before they reach the United States. Certain programs have been executed with relative ease, while implementation has proved more difficult for other programs—as has the challenge of managing ports of entry, spurring the creation and development of systems intended to both provide more intensive screening and to facilitate international trade and the movement of people. At the same time, Congress has a history of setting immigration enforcement goals that are not always realistic or feasible.
Though political support remains strong for border management efforts, the programs’ varying levels of success calls into question whether they are worth their extraordinary cost or whether resources could be more productively employed elsewhere.
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          MPI's U.S. Immigration Policy Program analyzes U.S. policies and their impacts, as well as the complex demographic, economic, political, foreign policy, and other forces that shape immigration to the country. The program also offers influential thought leadership and policy recommendations regarding ways to improve the U.S. immigration system so that it works most effectively in the national interest.
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          The MPI-European University Institute research project identified ways in which European and U.S. immigration systems can be substantially improved to address major challenges policymakers confront on both sides of the Atlantic, in the context of the economic turmoil and in the longer term.
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