
  
    Skip to main content
  

  
  
    

  


  
            
    
  
    
  
        
            
              

                

        
  
                
    
      	Newsroom
	MPI en Español
	Multimedia
	Donate
	Contact
	Sign Up

    

  



  
                
    
      
  
          
                        
          
 


        

              

          
                        
          
 All MPI
Research Publications
Articles
Multimedia
Events
News




        

              

          
                        
                  

              

          
                  
            Refine by Date          
                        
          
 
  Date 
 
 E.g., 03/20/2024








        

              

          
                        
          
 
  Date 
 
 E.g., 03/20/2024








        

              

                    
          

      





    

  



  
                
    
       

       
            


  	   
    Menu      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      
    	Research & Initiatives
        	Topics
	Regions
	Data
	Programs


      
	Publications
        	All Publications
	Reports
	Fact Sheets
	Policy Briefs
	Books
	Articles
	Commentaries
	Explainers


      
	Events
	News
        	Newsroom
	Press Releases


      
	About Us
        	Mission
	Staff
	Trustees
	Funders
	Work at MPI
	Intern at MPI
	Contact MPI


      
	MPI Europe
        	Overview
	Mission
	Staff
	Internships
	Contact


      





  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  

    

   



      
   


    

  



  
                
    
       

       
            


  	   
    Research & Initiatives      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
  Programs
    	Programs	International Program
	Migrants, Migration, and Development
	National Center on Immigrant Integration Policy
	U.S. Immigration Policy Program


	Initiatives	Beyond Territorial Asylum
	Building a Regional Migration System
	Global Skills and Talent
	Latin America and Caribbean Initiative
	Migration Data Hub
	Migration Information Source
	Transatlantic Council on Migration


	Projects	ELL Information Center
	Latin America & Caribbean Migration Portal


	MPI Europe



  






 

           
  Topics see all >
    	Border Security
	Coronavirus
	Education
	Employment & the Economy
	Illegal Immigration & Interior Enforcement
	Immigrant Integration
	Immigrant Profiles & Demographics
	Immigration Policy & Law
	International Governance
	Migration & Development
	Refugee & Asylum Policy



  






 

           
  Regions  see all >
    	Africa (sub-Saharan)
	Asia and the Pacific
	Central America & the Caribbean
	Europe
	Middle East & North Africa
	North America
	South America



  






 

           
  Data
    	International Data
	U.S. Data
	Maps



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    Publications      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Reports
	Fact Sheets
	Policy Briefs
	Books
	Articles
	Commentaries
	Explainers



  






 

           
  Featured Publication
    
        
  
  
      
        
    

  
  
    

    
          



      



  


  
    

    
          Reports

      





    
          January 2024

      





    
          Confronting Compassion Fatigue: Understanding the Arc of Public Support for Displaced Populations in Turkey, Colombia, and Europe


      






  
          
              By 
      Natalia Banulescu-Bogdan, M. Murat Erdoğan and Lucía Salgado

      



  





  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    Events      
 

      
  
	   
    About Us      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Mission
	Staff
	Trustees
	Funders
	Work at MPI
	Intern at MPI
	Contact MPI
	Donate



  






 

           
  Programs
    

  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  
	   
    MPI Europe      
  
    
      

      

    
 
    
      
        
           

           
      	Mission
	Staff
	Jobs
	Internships
	Contact



  






          

        
 
      
 
    
 
    
      

      

    
  
    

    
      
      Stay    
  
  
  
 

      
  

    

   



      
   


    

  


  


  


    
            
  
  
  

        
  

    

    
                    
                  Migration Information Source

                  

                
          You are here
Home


    
        
  
                
    
      


  

  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

	Adjust Font    |    
		  
		  	 

			  
			  	 (+) Increase Font

			     (-) Decrease Font

			     Reset Font
			  

		  

	
	RSS    |   
	Copyright & Reuse


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
        
  
  
      
      

      
      
  
  Previous

  Pause
  
  Next



    

  
  
  
  
  


    
  
    

    
          Spotlight

      





    
          March 13, 2024

      





    
          Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigrants and Immigration in the United States


      



  


  
    

    
          



      





    
          Hannah Foslien/White House

      



  


  
    

    
          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.
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          Iran Faces Dwindling Water and Escalating Climate Pressures, Aggravating Displacement Threats
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          Floods, heatwaves, and other extreme weather events have displaced hundreds of thousands of people in Iran, with repercussions for residents including the 3.4 million refugees and other forced migrants, who are restricted to climate-affected areas. Environmental challenges may also be pushing some people to move internationally. This article offers a rare look at the climate and migration dynamics in Iran.
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          Standoff at Eagle Pass: A High-Stakes U.S. Border Enforcement Showdown Comes to a Small Texas Park
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          Rising tensions between Texas and the federal government have sparked fears of a constitutional crisis after the state deployed its National Guard to prevent the U.S. Border Patrol from conducting operations in a city park in Eagle Pass, with Texas Governor Greg Abbott saying the “invasion” of migrants triggered the need for action. This article provides an overview of the standoff and the larger context of current and past state-federal tensions over immigration enforcement.
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          Reliant on Labor Migration, the Global South Forges a New Social Contract with Its Citizens
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          Countries such as Nepal and the Philippines have grown reliant on sending workers abroad to earn money, skills, and connections that help boost their economies. In these cases, emigration has become a way for governments in the Global South to offer their citizens access to social services and protections that they could not otherwise provide. This article details the emergence of this new mode of state-society relations.
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          The Afghan immigrant population in the United States has grown dramatically since 2010, and particularly since the 2021 withdrawal of U.S. forces from Afghanistan. Most Afghans who obtained a green card in recent years have done so through the Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) program, reserved for interpreters and other Afghans who worked with the U.S. government. This article offers data on the approximately 195,000 Afghan immigrants in the United States.
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          South Asia’s Tibetan Refugee Community Is Shrinking, Imperiling Its Long-Term Future
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          The number of Tibetan refugees in India, Nepal, and Bhutan has been on a steady decline since the mid-2000s, posing a threat to the future of an exile community that has developed a robust governance, cultural, educational, and religious structure. While the Tibetan government-in-exile has become a model for displaced communities, a series of factors have contributed to the shrinking population in South Asia, as this article describes.
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Country Resources




    
          Whether as migrant-sending or migrant-receiving locations—or both—many countries have rich, complex international and internal migration histories. MPI's online journal, the Migration Information Source, offers resources on more than 100 nations. Written by leading scholars, these articles delve into countries' migration histories, demographics, policymaking, and more.
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          Immigration touches on many facets of life in the United States. Get the facts with this useful resource, which compiles in one place answers to some of the most often-asked questions about immigration and immigrants in the United States now and historically. This article contains essential data on the immigrant population, immigration levels, trends in immigration enforcement, and much more.
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Podcast: Changing Climate, Changing Migration




    
          Severe weather, rising seas, and other consequences of global climate change are affecting the way people live, work, and move around the planet. While there is no clear, direct line between the impacts of climate change and changing human movement, there are indications that the warming planet is indirectly creating or altering patterns of migration. Our podcast Changing Climate, Changing Migration dives deep into the intersection of climate change and migration to separate fact from fiction.



      



  





  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  

  


  
  



  
        
      Recent Articles    

    
  
  
    	All
	Features
	U.S. Spotlight
	Country Profiles
	U.S. Policy Beat



  
                
    
      
        
      
      
  
          
                        
          
 Browse by Article Type
Feature
Policy Beat
Country Profile
Spotlight




        

              

          
                        
          
 Browse by Region
Africa (sub-Saharan)
Asia and the Pacific
Central America & the Caribbean
Europe
-European Union
Middle East & North Africa
North America
-United States
-Canada
-Mexico
South America




        

              

          
                        
          
  
  Year 
 -Year
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024













        

              

                    
          

          
              

      





    

  
  
      
        
    

  
  
    

    
          



      



  


  
    

    
          Feature

      





    
          April 18, 2019

      





    
          “Us” or “Them”? How Policies, Public Opinion, and Political Rhetoric Affect Immigrants’ Sense of Belonging


      





    
          Citizenship and integration policies are often thought of as markers for whether a country is welcoming to immigrants. Yet research suggests that public opinion and political rhetoric play a bigger role in immigrants' sense of belonging. This article explores how boundaries between "us" and "them" are drawn through popular conceptions of nationhood and political rhetoric, and their impact on immigrants' belonging.
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          Korean Immigrants in the United States


      





    
          Approximately 1 million Korean immigrants—the vast majority from South Korea—resided in the United States in 2017. Korean immigrants tend to be highly educated and of high socioeconomic standing. Get the latest data on this population, including flows over time, geographic distribution, employment, and more in this Spotlight.
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          Foreign Fighters: Will Revoking Citizenship Mitigate the Threat?


      





    
          Even with the collapse of the Islamic State's "caliphate," thousands of Western foreign fighters are estimated to remain in the Middle East. Deciding how to handle the return of the radicalized—and their dependents—is no easy issue. Some countries seek to revoke their citizenship. Yet citizenship revocation has unclear impact and raises deep questions about the limits of a state’s responsibility to its citizens, as this article explores.
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          Remain in Mexico Plan Echoes Earlier U.S. Policy to Deter Haitian Migration


      





    
          Remain in Mexico—the Trump administration policy aimed at deterring the rising numbers of migrants from Central America by requiring them to stay in Mexico through most of their U.S. asylum adjudication process—bears striking similarities to U.S. policy in the 1980s and 1990s that sought to discourage Haitians from making the sea journey to the United States. This article explores the parallels and differences between Remain in Mexico and the earlier narrowing of asylum for Haitians.
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          Mexican Migration to Canada: Temporary Worker Programs, Visa Imposition, and NAFTA Shape Flows


      





    
          Mexicans migrate to Canada in much smaller numbers than to the United States, yet over the last 30 years the country has become an increasingly attractive destination. Canada prioritizes highly skilled, educated Mexicans for permanent residency, but also attracts temporary workers from Mexico. This article examines Mexican migration to Canada and how it has been shaped by visa requirements, trade policy, and more.
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          China's Young Rural-to-Urban Migrants: In Search of Fortune, Happiness, and Independence


      





    
          Most of China's roughly 145 million rural-to-urban migrants were born after 1980, making this population the "new generation" of internal migrant workers. Having been directly influenced by China's rapid economic growth and recent sociodemographic policy changes, this cohort of rural-urban migrants offers much to learn with respect to their motivations. This article discusses survey data indicating that new-generation migrants have somewhat different motivations and expectations than their more traditional counterparts, such as the desire for excitement, fun, and career development independent of the needs of the family back home.
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          Mobilizing Diaspora Entrepreneurship for Development


      





    
          Diaspora entrepreneurs have several advantages over other entrepreneurs or investors because they have social, political, and economic connections in two or more countries. Kathleen Newland and Hiroyuki Tanaka discuss the conditions and commitments on the part of countries of origin that can help attract and support diaspora entrepreneurs.
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          Faltering Movement: Explaining Europe's Schengen Struggle


      





    
          Europe's Schengen agreement eliminated border controls between 25 countries for over 400 million people. Schengen cooperation has come under intense pressure of late, however, and EU Member States are currently considering whether the rules under which it operates ought to be adjusted. Elizabeth Collett provides background and explains what the current debate means for the future of Schengen.
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          Migration and Occupational Health: Understanding the Risks


      





    
          Global migration has doubled in the past 50 years, with about 214 million people currently living outside their countries of origin. The largest driver for migration is work and economic opportunity, and there is evidence to suggest that foreign-born workers suffer from more job-related injuries and illnesses than do the native-born. Doctor Marc B. Schenker discusses some of the available research on the occupational health risks for immigrant populations and the challenges associated with conducting such research.
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          The Debate Over Multiculturalism: Philosophy, Politics, and Policy


      





    
          The heated debate between supporters and detractors of multiculturalism has been made all the more salient by the recent attacks in Norway carried out by Anders Breivik in the name of cultural conservatism and the political rhetoric that characterizes popular right-wing parties in Europe's north. Irene Bloemraad of the University of California, Berkeley, sheds light on the various meanings of the term "multiculturalism" and provides insights on the effects of multicultural policies on immigrant integration.
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          English Abilities of the U.S. Foreign-Born Population in 2000


      





    
          Using Census 2000 data, MPI Data Manager Elizabeth Grieco examines the ability to speak English among the foreign born at the national, regional, and state levels.
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          Characteristics of the Foreign Born in the United States: Results from Census 2000


      





    
          This Spotlight by Elizabeth Grieco, MPI Data Manager, examines some of the demographic, social, and economic characteristics of the foreign-born population in the United States.

      



  





  

  
    

  
  
      


  
    

    
          Spotlight

      





    
          November 1, 2002

      





    
          Temporary High-Skilled Migration


      





    
          Globalization has made the international mobility of high-skilled workers a vital issue for the United States.  MPI's Maia Jachimowicz and Policy Analyst Deborah W. Meyers explain the complicated visa system for high-skilled temporary workers.
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          Settlement Patterns of the Foreign Born in the United States: Results from Census 2000


      





    
           Although the foreign born remain concentrated in certain states, many immigrants are moving into "non-traditional" areas. Elizabeth Grieco, MPI Data Manager, has prepared a spotlight on their settlement patterns.
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          Immigrants and Welfare Use


      





    
          The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA) of 1996 dramatically reformed the nation's welfare system. MPI's Amanda Levinson takes a closer look at how these changes affected immigrants.
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          The Migration Information Source provides fresh thought, authoritative data, and global analysis of international migration and refugee trends.


For more about the Source, click here.
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Interested in quickly finding out what resources MPI and its online journal, the Migration Information Source, have by country? The country resources page allows users to select individual countries and see all the Source articles, MPI research, multimedia, and more that relates to an individual country. This is a great way to dive into everything MPI and the Source have to offer by country.


Get Started



      







  





  
    
          

  
  

    
          Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigrants and Immigration in the United States





Immigration to the United States is the subject of significant debate, with questions ranging from the size of inflows, the role of immigrants in the labor market, and the nature of enforcement, to humanitarian admission policies and the sociodemographic characteristics of new arrivals. As such, it is important for the public to have access to accurate current and historical information. This article offers the top statistics on immigrants and immigration to the United States.
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          The Migration Data Hub





The Migration Data Hub showcases the most current demographic, social, and economic statistics about immigrants and immigration internationally and in the United States (including at the state level). Visit the Data Hub for current and historical data on immigrant and refugee populations, migration trends, and sociodemographic characteristics. From asylum recognition rates to remittance flows, the Data Hub offers easy access to top statistics.

Continue Reading



      







  





  
    
          

  
  

    
          Top 10 Migration Issues of the Year





Every year, the Migration Information Source compiles the Top 10 Migration Issues of the Year, assessing key developments globally regarding immigration developments, policies, and trends. Visit our Top 10 Library today to check out the top migration developments of the year from 2005 onward.


Browse Now



      







  





  
    
          

  
  

    
          State Immigration Data Profiles





Want the latest facts and data on immigrants in the United States? Search U.S. Census data on U.S. immigrants and the native born nationally and by state based on demographic, language and education, workforce, and income indicators.


Get Started



      







  





  
    
          

  
  

    
          


The Migration Information Source has published a series of special issues that focus on particular migration trends of note, among them "Migration in the Modern Chinese World," "Women and Migration," and a special issue on migration and development. Check out our Special Issue Library.
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          Top Statistics on Global Migration and Migrants





Seeking some of the most often-sought information on global migration? This statistics-rich article draws on current data sources to offer a primer on international migration, highlighting its types, the size of the migrant population and growth over time, and major sending and receiving countries and regions. Beyond looking at labor and humanitarian migrants and international students, the article examines remittances and more.
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