THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 24, 2002

Demetrios G. Papademetrion
Migration Policy Institute

1400 16™ Street, N.W., Suite 300
Washingion, D.C. 20036-2257

Re: - State and local police enforcement of immigration laws
Dear Mr. Papademetriou:

Thank you for your letter regarding the authority of state and local police to enforce
immigration laws. [am very much aware of the concems that you and others have
expressed, including the concern expressed by some state and local police that use of this
authonty would undermine relationships they have worked to build in immigrant
communities o assist in fighting crime. [ also am very much aware of the concemn that
has been expressed in immigrant communities.

As you may know, the Attomey General recently announced that the Justice
Department’s Office of Legal Counsel has concluded that state and local police have
inherent authority to arrest and d-:lam p:fmns who are in violation uf immigration laws
and whose names ha 3 ; .

NCIC is a database maintained I:r].r the FBI and usu:l by federal, state and ]n:u:a] law
enforcement to identify wanted persons. Only high-risk aliens who fit a terrorist profile
will be placed in NCIC. The Administration is taking these measures in its effort to
strengthen homeland security and combat terrorism. It is our hope and belief that this
narrow authority of state and local police - to arrest and tum over to the Immigration and
Maturalization Service possible terrorists whe are viclating immigration laws and who are
in NCIC - will not undermine in any way the relationship between state and local police
and immigrant communities, engender fear in immigrant communities, or otherwise
encroach on civil liberties.

Sincerely,

: Wd,?aw
Alberto R. Gonzales
Counsel to the President



